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Interested in Working with Your Hands?

There are many projects we need to have done. If you would be interested in coming with a couple of friends for
aweek or so, alot could be accomplished. With so many babies, we don't have the time to get these extra needed pro-
jectsdone. Proposed projects: The larger projects would be best if 3 or 4 people with experience would come for a short
stay to work on them.

1- All of theiron grating on the buildings needs to be

painted.

2- The exteriors of the buildings need to be painted.

3- The open area above the hallway walls to the ceiling

and between some of the rooms need to be covered with

cement wallboard.

4- The raftersfor the veranda on the apt. need to be

welded and placed, then, placing the blue roofing mate-

rial.

5- We would like to convert and revamp the hallway

showers and bathrooms in the baby house.

6- A better shower needs to be built on the laundry pavil-

ion.

7- The existing baby bathing room needs to be redone by

removing atoilet and adding alarge showering areainits

place for toddlers and walking children. Then bring the washer and dryer into that room.

8. The current indoor laundry room would then be converted into a large equipment storage room.
If you have any interest in coming to Haiti to help with any of these projects, please contact Katie Smith at: (email ad-
dress) to schedule atime.



Haiti

Jesula came to us after being abandoned at Justi-
nean Hospital in Cap-Haitien. She was a month and a half
old, but only 5 1/2 |bs. We could see that she had hydro-
cephalus also. She would need a shunt to drain the fluid
on her brain if she wereto survive. We couldn't get this
donein Haiti. Asthe pressure kept building in her head,
she began to have seizures. We were able to get them un-
der control with medication, but it didn't help reduce the
pressure. Antonio worked very hard to get Jesula's paper-
work together for amedical visa, while afamily in the U.
S. worked at getting doctors and hospitals to donate the
surgery and care for Jesula. In October the woman who
would be her foster mom in the U.S. came to Haiti to get
her. But, by thistime, Jesula had an infection and was
having seizures again. She arrived in the U.S., went
straight to the hospital and was evaluated for nearly a
week before she was healthy enough to undergo surgery.
Sheisnow living with her foster family and recovering
well. Again, God ordered remarkable eventsto allow Je-
sulato live, and live well! Oh, her name, "Jesuld’, means
"Jesusishere" in Creole.

Jesulain Haiti Jesula after surgery
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When Gina was one year old, her aunts brought her
to our compound on the back of a motorcycle. We could see
that she had cerebral palsy. Knowing how hard it isto care
for any child with a disability, we readily took Gina. We
were told that her mother had died at her birth. Now, at 5 1/2
years old, Gina has not progressed alot developmentally. In
fact about a year ago we realized that we needed to start feed-
ing her by a nasogastric tube. Every few days we put a new
tube into her stomach through her nose. We then feed her lig-
uid nutrition like pediasure. This has helped her alot, but it's
not as effective anymore. She really needsto have agas-
trostomy tube placed if sheisto survive. Thisrequires a sur-
gical procedure. We are working on amedical visato
place Ginawith ahost family in the U.S. to have this
procedure done. While Antonio has been searching to find
any of her family to sign papers, he discovered that her
mother did not really die. The mother, along with her 2 year
old daughter came to visit for the first time. The mother has
agreed to work with us in getting Ginaa medical visa. Please
pray that we can Ginaall the help that she really needs.
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Wesley Landie Simon Chelda (Special needs)
11/01/05 05/12/05 02/25/06 06/19/2001

Geff Chrislande Elijah
06/13/2004 04/05/05 Approx 4/30/2006

Praying for Families

Here are 7 children that need families. These children do not have a biological family that can care for
them. Many have no family at all. We are eager to see these children in afamily forever. We have been
blessed to see so many of our children go into wonderful families. If you or someone you know are interested
in adopting, please contact Robin Knight at cotpadoption@yahoo.com. Y ou can aso see pictures of our

adopted children on the website under “Adopted Babies”.

Year in Review

This past year has brought about many changes.
We've grown in both numbers of children and our build-
ings. Since January of thislast year:

31 children have come into our care

13 children have gone home to their biological
families

5 children have passed away

2 children have gone home to their adoptive fami-
lies

2 children have gone to the US for medical visa's
65 children are currently in our care

Approx 70 volunteers have helped us in many ways
Daryl and Sara’s apartment was built

5 more children will join their new families

2 containers have been sent to bring us many, many
needed supplies

Our orchard was started with many orange trees and
more being added




Maria
O'Dono-
van spent
several
months at
Children
of the
Promise
last year.
We were
sad to see
her leave,
but she
needed to
finish her
last year of
college.
During her
time at homein Ireland she found an organi-
zation to sponsor her so she could return to
Haiti and Children of the Promise. Viatores
Christi isan Irish Catholic lay volunteer mis-
sionary association. It means "Travelers for
Chrigt". Maria arrived back to usin October
and has committed herself to Children of the
Promise for 2 years. She will be overseeing a
lot of the developmental needs of the infants
and children. She has been such a blessing to
usin the past and we are very happy that she
could return.

For nearly ayear and a half, Katie has been the guardian
over our Haitian children. She was joined by Blake Burchfield,
when they got married in October 2005. They care for these ba-
bies as a part of their family. This September they were joined
by our other guardians Daryl and Sara Huinink. Katie and Blake
will beleaving in afew months.

Daryl and Sara Huinink Katie and Blake Bur chfield

Adoptions?

The question we get asked the most often is, "How are adoptions go-

ing?' It isdifficult to answer because every adoption has been different. For
instance, for some adoptions they request DNA testing at the last minute, or

L eah with her adoptive mother

thereis no electricity in the government buildings so the paperwork cannot be
typed. Recently Haiti ran out of printed blank birth certificates. Another time
the passport machine broke so no passports could be made. Then there are the
signatures that are required on the papers that one week will be correct and the
next week a different set of signatures will be needed. The head of the depart-
ments in charge of adoptions in Haiti have changed 3 times since we've started
doing adoptions. So the rules frequently change. What we need for one child
has been different than what another child needs for their adoption.

Antonio and Paulaine are working hard to get all the paperwork done.
But, just when they think their "to do" list is nearly complete, the rules
changes or we get another child.

We cannot answer the question "How are the adoptions going?' other
than to say our staff putstheir hearts into each child's care and adoption proc-
ess, but, ultimately, it'sin God's hands. These children and their adoptive
parent's will be together, intime.



