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Giving Thanks for You!!!

Return Service Requested

Praise God for the Visions 
that have become realities!!

The Children of the Promise Board invites you to join them 

in celebrating the dedication of our Infant Care Facilities in Haiti, 

to the continuing work of our Lord 

and a growing vision for the future.

The Dedication service will be held 

Sunday, February 13, 2005 

at 10:30 in the morning 

at Children of the Promise, 

Lagossette, Haiti.

Please let us know if you are interested in 

attending by e-mailing us at cotp98@yahoo.com.  

We have been blessed by your love and support.
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I realize that this is the time of year when we U.S. Americans spend a little more time remembering what we are
thankful for.  Living in Haiti, we are daily reminded of all the blessings we are thankful for.  Many of you have helped us
in ways that we will never forget.  There have been vehicles that were sent and "carried" us to where we needed to go -
until the difficult conditions of Haitian roads "did them in".  The generator and inverter systems came to bring light into
our dark nights and pump water to wash with.  One couple won a drawing, and through this they were able to provide us
with our invaluable internet communication.  There were candles and lanterns that provided us with light before we had
electricity.   (Although, our 2 year olds were able to successfully light matches after watching us light candles for so long.
They tried to set fire to a stuffed animal on my bed.)  We still use tables that were built for the toddlers to eat at.  Things
sent that might not seem big, but are wonderful to us - like M & M's, music cd's, movies, pop-tarts, new socks (for us),
and animal crackers (for the babies).  Then there are the ever important necessities of life for baby care - diapers, bot-
tles, infant formula, and medicines.  

In the midst of all these things are the monetary donations that you have faithfully provided us with.  We are able to
feed and pay our Haitian staff of 35.  Our baby house and now our new volunteer/guest house are being finished.  Our
newest vehicle is now ordered as a result of the donation of a Christian Foundation in Minnesota and we are eagerly
awaiting its arrival.  Our children with disabilities are getting more equipment and more therapy thanks to a class of
Christian College students in Washington who worked on this for their class.

A church in Indianapolis, Southport Community Church, found a creative way to apply Jesus' Parable of the Talents in
real life.  A donor gave the church $5,000 which was then dispersed to the congregation.  $5 to children, $10 to
teenagers and $15 was given to adults.  They were told that this was to be given to Children of the Promise at the end
of a few months.  As in the Parable, they were to take their talents and multiply them.  I visited their church in September
to receive the results of their "talent program" for Children of the Promise.  The amount came to over $26,000!  These
people were faithful to the little that had been given them, and it was multiplied through their faithfulness, and by the
grace of God.  

You might have sent us what you thought was "a little."  It's not.  We have a passion to see these babies of Haiti sur-
vive, grow and change their world for Christ.  Your gift tells us that you believe and support what we are doing.  May ALL
of you truly be blessed as we have been blessed by you!

Thanksgiving

Robert, Magalie, Louines, Edna, Jessica, Thania, Caleb, Obenson, Cynthia, Kassandra
This is less than 1/3 of the babies we have  - and not the ones with special needs right now.



Kent Tebben from Michigan has been overseeing the purchasing,
collecting and filling of a 40 foot container for Children of the Promise
for the last few months.   

Many have contributed to this project.  We have items that will
help us in so many different ways to care for the babies.  There are
adult beds for our volunteers and nannies, hospital infant bassinets
for our tiny babies, paint, washing machines, dryer, gas stoves, and
even refrigerators.  

This container didn't arrive easily though.  The ship's captain
decided he didn't want to dock in
Haiti because of all the unrest, so
the ship stayed in the Bahamas
until the captain could be con-
vinced otherwise.  Then after sitting
in Cap Haitien port for a few days,
the semi-truck with container con-
tents arrived at our place in
Lagossette.  But not without taking
out the gate and part of our wall in
the process.  Oh, well, c'est la vie,
"that's life" in Haiti.

Container Arrives (finally)

the sewers and bring the sewage into areas where people
are living.  Disease becomes even worse.  

We always get more babies brought to us after these
devastating events.  They are the most fragile.  

A woman came to our place recently with her 5 month
old little niece.  She called her Jessica.   This aunt had
been in Gonaive, where the hurricane damage had been
the worst.  The father of "Jessica" had lost everything. The
aunt walked into the place they were staying to find the
father smothering the baby.  Desperation makes people
do things they wouldn't normally even think of.  The aunt
took the baby to other relatives in Cap Haitien.  One of
our nannies told them about
Children of the Promise and
they brought her to us.  The
aunt had changed the baby's
name to Jessica to protect her
from her father.  The women will
go back to Gonaive and try to
work things out as a family, but
Jessica will stay with us for her
own safety.

The devastating hurricanes and floods that hit Florida,
Jamaica, and Haiti did not cause any damage around us
in Lagossette or Cap Haitien.  However, the people of Cap
Haitien did feel the serious effects of having the main sup-
ply route from Port au Prince washed out.  Diesel fuel and
gasoline became scarce.  

While hurricanes are called natural disasters, the nearly
2,000 deaths that occurred in this last hurricane are really
from a man-made disaster.  Agricultural experts in Haiti
say that nearly 97% of the country is deforested.  Some
areas are much worse than others.  In a mountainous
country such as Haiti, this has allowed all the top soil to
erode.  In heavy rains there are no trees or vegetation to
stop the water or the erosion.  So there are many mud-
slides.   A lot of people build their homes along the rivers
or in flood plains that are dry most of the year.  But, the
first heavy rainfall can wash away their home.  The reality
and the fear is that this isn't the end of such disasters.
Our rainy season will be starting about now and we could
see these same disasters repeated.

The Cap Haitien area of Haiti has much more vegeta-
tion than the central plains where the hurricane hit.  But,
we still see a great deal of flooding and destruction during
the rainy seasons.  A few years ago, over 60 people were
drowned near us when the torrential rains washed them
from their homes out to sea.  The rains also wash through

Hurricanes & Flooding

Jessica from Gonaive



We have been taking in and caring for babies who
test positive for HIV since the very beginning.  I've
learned a great deal about HIV and AIDS in the last
4½ years, and continue to learn more.  The most excit-
ing thing is that a lot of these babies who test HIV pos-
itive will revert to HIV negative - and it's permanent!  I
get so many questions about this subject, so perhaps I
can address some of them here. 

All babies are born with their mother's antibodies.
After birth, the baby could have a lab test done that
can tell if his/her antibodies are negative even if the
mother's are positive, but that lab test is not available
anywhere in Haiti right now.  Most babies born to an
HIV positive mother will test positive with the lab test
we have available to us.  In many cases, the mother
dies very shortly after giving birth, but we don't know
why.  It could be AIDS, but it could also be something
else.  Over 80% of births are not in a hospital and no
medical personnel are there to help.  

About 8 years ago an American nurse friend of ours
came to help at a Haitian hospital in another part of
Haiti.  He saw the hospital test babies for HIV.  If they
were positive, the Haitian nurses would face the babies
to the wall and let them starve to death.  With the infor-
mation we have today, we know that some of those
babies probably would have reverted to negative.  We
treat all of our babies as if they will revert. 

Most people don't know that HIV is spread only 4
ways:  semen, vaginal secretions, blood, and breast
milk.   Hospital Sacre Couer in Milot, a small town near
us, has started a community health program to test for
HIV in pregnant mothers and treat them and their child
at birth with medication.  We work with them when we
get a mother and baby who test HIV positive to edu-
cate that mother.  Sometimes the mother is too ill to
care for the baby and if the baby is very ill and pro-
gressing to AIDS, we want to be able to give the baby
a loving, caring home at our place until they die.  

Caleb was brought to us in June 2004 from OMS clinic.  He

was 3 weeks old and weighed 5 1/2 pounds.  He's HIV positive

and has struggled to get this far.  His mother died in July.  He

is such a sweet baby. He's doing much better. We continue to

pray that he reverts to HIV negative.

Caring for HIV Babies

In Aug. a man came to our gate to tell us his wife had died

that morning leaving their one month old son.  We followed

him into the mountainside to get the baby.  He was very tiny,

weighing a little over 4 pounds.  He's also HIV positive.  He's

struggled with infections, but he's overcoming them.  We pray

for his complete healing.

These babies require a lot of one on one care, medi-
cines to fight infections, and sometimes special formula
and food.  We've been working to get HIV antiretroviral
medications for these babies, but it's been difficult. 

We are getting more babies from the countryside test-
ing positive for HIV.  This is a concern, as it shows the
disease is spreading out of the cities.  

We have had over 20 babies who have been HIV posi-
tive.  Some have reverted to negative and been adopted
into the US or gone back into their Haitian families.
Others have died from complications associated with
AIDS.  We currently have 4 babies who still test positive
and 2 who have reverted to negative.  We have them test-
ed every 6 months.  They'll usually revert by 1 to 1½
years old using our lab tests.

To hold, love, and care for these babies is a joy.  It's
also a tremendous sorrow when they die in our arms.
But, for each new baby that comes, we hold onto the
hope that they will revert to HIV negative and go on to
change their world.  

We get asked many times, "What do you need?"
Some of our needs will always stay the same - such as
cloth and disposable diapers, baby bottles and nipples,
baby blankets and infant formula.  At certain times we will
make special requests for certain medications or medical
supplies.  

But, the bottom line is caring for the babies on a day to
day basis.  This means money to be able to buy food for
the older babies and all our staff, diesel for the generator
so we have electricity, wages for our 30+ Haitian staff so
the babies get good care, supplies for doing the laundry
for nearly 40 babies and volunteer staff, and hospital and
medical bills.  These expenses don't go away and they
aren't very exciting when it comes to a "needs list".  But, it
allows us to continue to care for the children and have the
means to care for more babies.  

Thank you for helping us help these children. 
Bud & Jan

Needs


